December 8, 2010

Portfolio Committee
English Department
Humboldt State University
Arcata, CA.95521-8299


Dear Portfolio Committee Reader:

English was never my forte during my middle and high school career. Possibly because a majority of the writing I did felt mechanic. Very few of the works I have written before my time at Humboldt State University excited my desire to write. The three papers found in this portfolio gave me a burst inspiration, a “Eureka!” moment if you will, when I first thought about writing them. Even if they do not give me a passing portfolio, they have given me something every writer needs, a desire to write.

“The Ten-Millionth Essay about Marijuana,” was the first essay I wrote for English 100 this year. I chose this topic not because I am a stoner, but because it was a challenge. My English teacher told the class, that we should avoid topics people are polarized about, the topic of legal marijuana being the not only being polarized, but a topic that the committee is tired of reading on. I felt my paper wouldn’t leads to a rant about how our founding fathers signed the US Constitution on hemp

I didn’t have an English teacher who would really challenge his/her students to write good work until my junior year of high school. Even after my 11th and 12th grade English teacher filled most of the wholes the others left gaping, there was still something missing in my ability to write s paper. My time in English 100 course has helped me find what that something is, the deficient feeling in my ability comes from my lack of resolve. 








As I went through this course my writing skills have grown from simple thoughts
Essay writing has been a pesky horsefly in my academic life. It has always been hovering around my gaze; its irritating buzz grew louder as my English teachers began to demand more.

